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BIG BANG CONTRACT FOR ENNISKILLEN 
COMPANY
Enterprise Minister Arlene Foster has announced 

that Elite Electronics in Enniskillen, is providing 

electronic units to CERN in Geneva.

CERN, the European Organisation for Nuclear 

Research, is the world’s leading laboratory for 

particle physics.

It will use the electronic units as part of the 

revolutionary Large Hadron Collider (LHC), 

which was developed in an attempt to create 

the conditions which led to the emergence of 

the universe.

Both CERN and the LHC featured prominently in the book, Angels and Demons, by Dan Brown and in the film of the same 

name, starring Tom Hanks.

Speaking during a visit to the company, based at Lackaboy Industrial Estate, Enniskillen, the Minister said: “This is an immensely 

important contract for the company and for Northern Ireland, because it shows that business here can compete successfully 

for contracts from one of the world’s most advanced technology-driven programmes.

“Elite has demonstrated that it has the technological capability to win business against major international rivals in 

knowledge-led industries.

“The contract is a positive outcome of Invest Northern Ireland’s focus on building links with CERN’s procurement team. This 

process has benefited enormously from the advice and support of Steve Myers, the Northern Ireland-born scientist at the 

heart of the LHC project, and also from Eleanor Baha from Downpatrick, who is based at the British Consulate in Geneva and 

has particularly close links with CERN.”

Enniskillen firm wins innovative contract:
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The Minister encouraged other local Northern Ireland companies to seek out business opportunities with CERN.

Arlene Foster said: “CERN has a total budget is in excess of £350 million. This offers substantial business opportunities 

across a range of sectors including supplies and industrial services. The main purchasing areas are in advanced technology, 

electrical engineering, electronics computer systems, vacuum and low temperature technology and particle detectors.

“Contracts are available in other fields such as mechanical structures, civil engineering, design consultancy, heating and 

ventilation, maintenance, and all the support services that are involved in running a 600 hectare site.

“I would encourage other suitable local companies to take advantage of forthcoming Invest NI missions to CERN.”

Ronnie Balfour, Managing Director of Elite Electronics, said: “The contract is a substantial endorsement by CERN of our 

expertise in the development and assembly of electronic systems including highly sophisticated circuit boards for 

international customers.

“We are providing units for use with the magnets at the core of the accelerator, the repair of which has just been completed 

following the incident last September which brought LHC operations to a halt.

“We appreciate greatly the support provided by Invest NI that included bringing the CERN team to our plant in Enniskillen 

and thereby enabling us to show our expertise and manufacturing technology. We followed this up and developed a 

relationship with key people at CERN that led to the contract being awarded to us. We hope to use this success as a 

platform to grow our business, over time, in similar knowledge-led businesses.”

Invest NI is currently organising a further visit to Geneva in the autumn.

NOTES TO EDITORS:
1. The LHC is scheduled to restart in the autumn, and to run continuously until sufficient data has been accumulated.

2. Headquartered in Geneva. CERN currently has, as its member states, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, 

Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, 

Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

3. For media enquiries please contact the DETI Press Office, telephone 028 9052 9297. Outside office hours, please contact 

the Duty Press Officer via pager number 07699 715 440 and your call will be returned.

Contact:
Damian McCusker / +44 28 6632 7172 / dmccusker@elitees.com

Visit www.elitees.com for more information.


